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two British captains, Gilbert and Marshall. To-day the Marshall
Islands arc a Japanese mandate, while the Gilbert Islands have
remained under British control.

The Microncsian bridge then turns slightly southward to-
wards the group of the Lagoons, or Ellice Islands. Most of
these, like the Gilbert Islands, are atolls, low coral islets which
rise only a few feet above the surface of the sea and are of no
particular interest to Western nations, as it is difficult to defend
them. At this point the Micronesian bridge joins the great
Pacific ridge, which runs from north to south and is known as
Polynesia.

This brings us to the second of the island bridges, situated
farther south. It is called Melanesia because the inhabitants show
evidence of having become slightly mixed with the races of
New Guinea and have the darker skin (you will remember that
mclas is the Greek word for ' black *) which is so typical of all
Papuans. Whether New Guinea is part of the real Melanesia
or not is a question which has been much debated, but I prefer
to leave it to the professors who read papers upon the subject
when they meet one another for luncheon in Washington or
Buffalo during their Christmas conclave.

Going eastward across the Melanesian bridge, we first reach
the Louisiadc Archipelago. These islands were brought to the
attention of the White Man in the year 1606 by one Luis Vacs
de Torres, a Spaniard who was the first European to navigate
the strait which separates New Guinea from Australia, and
whom we shall meet again a few pages farther on. In the year
1768 the famous French navigator dc Bougainville (the god-
fathcr of the lovely Bougainvillea) happened upon this group
while travelling westward from Tahiti and Samoa. Being a
fiutkful servant of the Crown, he rechristened the islands after
the patron of his expedition, King Louis XV of France, and
the name has stuck ever since.

From there me bridge turns slightly northward to the Solo-
mon Island*, Once upon a time they were feared as the grisly